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Virtues of an American Farmer


Your past, religion, and nationality have no effect on your success in America.  As an American you can surpass and overcome anything.  An American farmer works hard and has to have great discipline in order to succeed.  Crevecoeur spoke of these ideas back in 1782, while not widely accepted in America; the book had a great impact on Europe.  The book gave hope to those who wanted to come over.  It also gave Europeans an incentive to come to America.  The book has spoken of the good things the Europeans would find.  The ideas in the book still hold true today for immigrants that come to America.  These ideas are now more commonly referred to as the American Dream.


Prisoners were sent here from England, they came to Maryland and Virginia.  “The history of the present king of Great Britain is a history of unremitting injuries and usurpations…of an absolute tyranny over these states” (Jefferson 716).  
This infers that the king was an unjust and inhumane king.  While considered prisoners in England, here they were considered new arrivals.  They got work and built a name for themselves.  The prisoners became hard working people.  If they wanted to separate themselves from the rest of the people, they became people of the mountains.  People of the mountains were loners.  They hunted for food and cared little about the land.  They were not farmers and their wives, if they had them, sat at home and did little.  If they did want to settle and intermingle, they would either settle near the ocean and become seamen and fishermen or they would settle inland and become farmers.  By becoming farmers, they would work the fields from sunup to sundown and pour most of the profit back into the land.  They would use their name to get credit.  While in England their name was worthless, at the beginning it was worth a whole lot.  This practice continued well into the twentieth century until after World War II.  Only as of late, in small towns, can you not buy on credit and this does not hold true for all small towns.  Your word was your livelihood; for it would buy you food, when you had nothing.  In general, people have an odd concept to do with the mind; when people believe they are nothing, they will not succeed.  If people believe they will succeed, they generally do.  This concept holds true for most of the convicts that were sent here from England.  Most of them turned out quite well for they believed they could succeed.  


Religion, for the most part, did not affect the early settlers.  While religion was practiced widely, it did not affect your 
neighbors.  The only exception to that was the Quakers who kept their way of living wherever they were.  As Crevecoeur explained in Chapter 3, you can go traveling and find a Catholic living next to a German Lutheran, living next to a seceder, next to a Low Dutchman. “…this is the visible character; the invisible one is only guessed at, and is nobody’s business” (Crevecoeur 75).  As is stated in the book after a couple of generations
, people of different religions intermixed and married each other.  This started back in Crevecoeur’s time and is continuing today.  Also the religion had become less organized.  While people still believed in God, the organization of the church was less practiced and thought of.  People were starting to doubt the church leaders and believe the church was benefiting in unpleasant ways.  The followers believed the church leaders were corrupt and sinful.  Therefore, they either quit church and carried on at home, or they started new types of religion.


Crevecoeur explained in detail that of German, Scotch, and the Irish and generalized the rest of Europeans as a cross between the Germans and the Scotch.  He explained that the Scotch were the most hardy and included an account of a Hebridean, and he also believed that the convicts should go to the Hebrides.  He stated that the Germans would most likely to succeed because their women were hardier than that of the rest of Europe.  The Scots would be next because they were willing to do the work and give everything they had to the land.  The Irish would be last because the Irish would rather converse and drink then work.  “But out of twelve families of emigrants of each country, generally seven Scotch will succeed, nine German, and four Irish (Crevecoeur 85).  The Europeans while not having the hardiness of the Scotch, their women worked harder, but not as hard as the German women.  The stereotypes hold true today, but the Japanese and the Chinese who have the reputation of hard workers. 


The attitude of the American farmer 
has changed a lot from 1950-present, but before then it has stayed relatively the same.  When a farmer needed help the first person he would look to would be his neighbor.  A farmer’s neighbors were the first people he would ask to assist in chores if he was ill, mending items on his farm, or raising a barn.  If your neighbor came to call on you, they would always bring something with them.  In today’s society, it is comparable to bringing the bottle of wine if you are invited to dinner.  Always farmers talk about their state of being both financially and emotionally.  The favorite topic of conversation for most farmers is the weather and what it will do and how their crops will fair in different conditions.  Unfortunately, farmer’s attitudes have changed over the years.  The farmers from America today are a mix.  The older ones who lived through the Depression have the attitude of the American farmer of the 1780’s, but the younger farmers, are mostly about money.  How much crop can a field yield?  Back in the olden days, the value system was very different.  A farmer used to plant a field so you could plow it either horizontally or vertically.  Then the farmer decided he was not getting enough crops and decided to make it so you planted more plants and could only plow it vertically.  Currently, farmers try and fit as many plants into one row as is humanly possible to get the largest gain.  The value system has changed. 


 Also, the mindset of the emigrants were completely and utterly changed once they arrived in America.  Their sense of distance was altered.  Even today, until Europeans come to this country they do not understand this concept.  To drive ½ hour to work to them is ridiculous.  
Also their sense of worth changed.  They started to form ideas and goals that were unimaginable before they arrived here.  The emigrant’s belief in themselves changed radically.  They stopped being poor because they had no land.  In America, one could buy land and become a freeholder.  They rejoiced in this new found freedom and encouraged all to come.


Americans are a mix of many different cultures.  First we were the mutts of Europe and now we are the mutts of the world.  Americans have risen and now we are the most powerful nation. “Instinctive patriotism—Patriotism of reflection—Their different characteristics. (Tocqueville 4).  Farmers are the core of this nation.  With the amount of exports of different crops to other countries, the farmers keep this nation from sinking.  Some of the values of the American farmer have changed, but others have remained constant through the centuries.  From religion to attitudes, Americans are very loyal to the cause.  If they believe something has gone off track, they are the first to mention it.  Farmers are the base for the pyramid that is America.

This paper has several serious flaws.  First of all, there are many sections that make no mention of Crevecouer, though the material in them was obviously taken from his writing.  This is plagiarism, and though probably not intentional, is a serious problem that would have gotten this paper failed automatically in most English classes.  Second, you don't seem to have understood the assignment very well.  There is no mention of Crevecouer or the answer to the central question in the introduction.  There are few mentions of other readings in the class and how they relate to Crevecouer.  The points you pull from Crevecouer are much too literal, in that they relate only to American farmers instead of to Americans in general.  Almost all Americans in Crevecouer's time were farmers; hardly any Americans are farmers today.  A careful reading of the assignment would have made that clear, I think.  Finally, this paper was poorly proofread.  There are run-ons, fragments, misplaced modifiers, and other errors that make this paper hard to read and, in places, hard to understand.
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�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��this introduction seems choppy and doesn't really address the central question of the assignment; it also seems repetitive in many places


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��what does this have to do with Crevecouer?  It seems odd that the paper is supposed to be centered on the Crevecouer text, and yet you haven't even mentioned him yet


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��you got a lot of this information from Crevecouer, but you did not cite him as a source; you are plagiarizing, though probably not on purpose


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��forms of "you" are not appropriate for a paper like this one


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��misplaced modifier; affects meaning


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��this paragraph is based on a meaningless concept--stereotypes aren't something that we should be proud of as Americans, are they??


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��the assignment wasn't about American farmers; it was about Americans


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��you keep making statements like this with absolutely no proof that they are true


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��where did this idea come from?  not cited





